
 

Ministry among the poor 

 

 

Mexico has one of the most unequal 

distributions of wealth in the world. 

Thirteen billionaires own almost one 

third of the nation’s wealth, while the 

vast majority of the population work for 

the minimum wage of $4.50 per day…or 

less. The result is a struggle for the basic 

necessities of life. Cuernavaca is no 

exception. People migrate to 

Cuernavaca thinking that they will have 

more opportunities in a large city, but 

end up worse than before. 

 

We provide a wide form of assistance to 

those who live in poverty: perhaps a 

meal, a much needed medicine, help 

with the expense of burying a family 

member, or just a listening ear. 

 

 
This baby boy spent his first few months 
in a cardboard box. Thanks to our 
benefactors, we were able to purchase a 
stroller for him. Seven years later, he is 
doing very well in second grade! We love 
watching our children grow.  

 

Focus on children 

 

 

 

Living in extreme poverty, these 

children often do not receive the food 

and health care they need to grow 

mentally and physically. We assess the 

needs of each child and give them the 

individual attention they need, whether 

it be in the form of vitamins, a visit to 

the doctor, or one-on-one tutoring. 

Many of our children are indigenous and 

Spanish is their second language. They 

may speak Nahuatl or Mixteco at home, 

but they will have to learn Spanish in 

order to succeed in school.  

Our tutoring classes and children’s 

library are open to all at no charge. 

The primary focus is on reading, but 

we offer assistance in all subjects. We 

also emphasize values such as 

friendship and mutual respect.  

 

Sponsor-a-Child Program 

 

 

Education gives children a chance to 

break the cycle of poverty. Many 

parents are determined that their 

children will have the education they 

themselves never had. They make great 

personal sacrifices to send their children 

to school.  

 

The little girl below was approaching 

cars at a busy intersection and asking for 

money when I first met her. I asked her 

why she was begging.  

 

 
“I’m starting 

school and 

we have no 

money to 

buy my 

school 

supplies,” 

she 

answered.  

 

 

We enrolled her in our Sponsor-a-Child 

Program the very next day. 

 

The Sponsor-a-Child Program enables 

children from poverty-stricken families 

to get an education. The actual cost of 

the services we offer each child 

averages $1,000 annually.  An 

individual can become a sponsor for a 

minimum donation of $300/year. 
 



 

The Sisters of St. Francis 

Cuernavaca Mission 

 

•Focuses on education as the best 
way to break the cycle of poverty 
 

• Works to empower children and 

adults from impoverished families 
in Cuernavaca and the 
surrounding villages 
 

•Runs the Sponsor-a-Child 
Program to support the education 
of children whose families live in 
extreme poverty  

 

•Operates the St. Francis Library, 
a small children’s library open to 
all at no charge 
 

•Responds to emergency requests 
for basic needs such as food, 
clothing, burial expenses, and 
medicine 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

How to help 
 

The Sisters of St. Francis Cuernavaca 
Mission operates entirely on 

donations from people like you.  
 

Checks may be written to: 
“Sisters of St. Francis—Cuernavaca” 

and mailed to: 
 

Mission Advancement Office 
200 St. Francis Ave. 

Tiffin, OH 44883-3458 
 

Or make an online donation at 
www.tiffinfranciscans.org 

(Click on “Give a gift” and specify 
Cuernavaca in comments section.) 
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Working toward a brighter future  

for the children of Cuernavaca… 
  

 
 
  

SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS 

CUERNAVACA MISSION 

    

 

 

 
 

Whatever you did for one of the  

least of these, you did to Me.  

Matthew 25:40 

   __________________________ 
  

   Sister Margaret Slowick, Director 

   cuernavacakids.wordpress.com  

 

http://www.tiffinfranciscans.org/

